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attack upon Rousseau to questions connected with, the
immediate dispute.

Thus in his list of Kousseau's seven crimes, Diderot's
zeal to prove his chosen companion and friend of other
days "a monster," leads him to travel back five-and-
thirty years to the time when Jean Jacques, at sixteen, let
himself be converted from Protestantism to Catholicism,
in order that he might find himself of the same faith as
his adored benefactress, Madame de Warens. Diderot,
anxious to make the most of this abominable
" apostasy," says not one word about the age, or the
circumstances, of the little run-away lad who committed
it.1 Upon other occasions this indictment shows the
same excess of zeal in its endeavour to give a false and
distorted account of comparatively innocent events ; and
its efforts to exaggerate faults of temper and self-control
into enormous crimes. As a matter of fact, nothing very
enormous, no sctiUratesse worthy of the name, is proved
against Rousseau. But what is abundantly proved is
the strong and fierce desire of the angry man who
makes these charges, to use up every scrap of evil
evidence he has, and so make the very most, and very
worst, of it. How does it come about then, that,
animated with this honest zeal to let the world know
at last the atrocious character of the infamous Jean
Jacques, Diderot should have forgotten, or intentionally
omitted, all mention of the Enfants Trouv^s ? Here,
one would have thought, was something nearer at hand
and calling for more serious indignation than the change
of faith of a lad of sixteen, for motives not wholly
religious ; a more mischievous crime than his sentimental
love-making to Madame d'Houdetot, injurious to no one
but himself; a sin of blacker dye than the exclamation,

1 Diderot shows a complete forgetfulness, too, of a far more
discreditable passage in his own past when he obtained 1,200 francs
from a certain. EVere Ange by the pretence of his desire to become a
monk. Diderot was more than twenty at the time of this escapade.
(See Memoires de Diderot, Edition Tourneux, vol. i, p. xxxvi.)t une
